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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  
 
3rd   Jane Roberts 
8th   Cliff Edwards 
13th Abigail Smith 
14th Rebecca Brain 
        Ella Hibbs 
15th James Hayzen 
16th Fred Fenwick 
18th Mike Callow 
26th Elijah Stowell 
30th Mike Smith 

Our Flag  was flown in  celebration  

 

On Saturday 21st December for the wedding 
at St. John‘s of  Michael Tran Phoung Huy 
and Felicity Bush. 
 
Sunday 22nd December for the Baptism of 
Tristan Jude Diffey  and the Thanksgiving for 
the Gift of a Child for Isaiah Michael Gayle.  
Our Church was filled to capacity on both 
occasions. 

 
Kenn Altar Guild -   January Rota 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Willcox and Jane Staples 
 
 

Thanks go to everyone for the beautiful   
decoration of our church for Christmas.  
The candles were greatly appreciated,  

both inside the church and  
lining the paths for the  

Christmas services. 

 
Church Floodlighting 
 
Our Church was floodlit for the lighting of our 
Christmas Tree with Carol Singing on Friday 
13th December; 
 
for our Carol Service Sunday 15th December; 
 
to celebrate the festival of Christmas and to 
see in The New Year; and 
 
on Sunday 29th December for St John the 
Evangelist‘s  Patronal Evensong 
 
Thanks  go to Dave Pugh who is keeper of our 
lights.  

Telephone  01275 874278 

 

Christmas Eve - Night Communion in Kenn 

Warren welcomed us for this the first 

Christmas Eve Holy Communion to be held in 

Kenn for many years—A lovely service, well 

supported which set us up for Christmas. 

     John Ball 

 

Christmas Morning at St John's 

After the hullabaloo of the previous few 

days, it was lovely to enjoy the quiet of 

Warren's first Christmas morning service 

at Kenn.  

 

The congregation was small, the service was 

lovely, and the church looked particularly 

beautiful as the sunshine picked out the 

colours in the arrangements made by ladies 

from the village. 'Thank you' to all of them.  

 

Many people visiting the church in the 

previous days commented on how beautiful 

the church looked in its seasonal colours.  

 

A joy.     

Julia Bush  
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December Kenn Family Service.... 

 
The usual congregation at St John's was joined by the  extended 

Bush and Barnes families and their friends. 

 

Warren spoke about the precious gift of love that a baby brings, 

and about the special birth we would soon be celebrating at  

Christmas. Then, with the inclusion of some rousing carols, he 

went on to baptise Tristan Jude Diffey, son of Jeremy and 

Rachel (our grandson), and to dedicate Isaiah Michael Gayle, son 

of Leon and Jemima (our great nephew). 

 

The Christening Party was then encouraged to head for the 

Village Hall for coffee and lunch, while the 

'regulars' reclaimed the pews and enjoyed 

a quiet cup and some chat.   

 

 Julia Bush 

 

PS It's a rare privilege to enjoy the 

feeling of welcome and affection we all 

experienced on our special family day. 

Thank you. 

 

Crib Service at Kenn 
 

This year Caroline and Jo had taken into account the youth of most of the cast, and had asked         

everyone to come dressed as shepherds or angels, while the narrative would be provided by older     

children reading poems or passages from the Bible. Caroline directed 'in the moment', and the heavenly 

host and a regiment of shepherds marched about the church in splendid form.  

The knitted Posada figures had safely 

arrived and were taken round the 

church, to be placed finally in the 

tableau that ended the play. 

 

As usual, amongst the impromptu 

'acting', with excellent crook           

discipline, and only a little jockeying 

for the best positions, a little bit of 

wonder crept in.  

 

Christmas came again among us. 

Thanks to everyone who helped and 

took part. 

        
Julia Bush  
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                     THE VILLAGE MARKET 
 
The 'Christmas Market' went very well. The 
weather helped and all the tables were used.  
There was a festive feel and the mince pies hit 
the spot. Rosie and Jo supported admirably by 
Rob, did a great job supplying refreshments 
and hopefully raising lots of money for their 
charity. 

 
Our tombola supervised by Val and aided by Chris raised £65 and this had been donated to 
the Philippines Disaster fund. I hope to publish a receipt in this issue. We could not run a 
tombola without the many generous gifts donated by villagers. Thank you all. 
  
The 'Defibrillator collection tin has been sitting on my table each Market and was opened 
this month by The Parish Council and the contents banked. In addition to a previous amount 
when it was last opened a further £70 was added including £5.50 from sales of holly. Thank 
you to all who have contributed. The tin will appear again at future Markets so there is still 
time to add a bit if you feel able to support this important village project. 
   
Lastly a big thank you goes to all who have contributed to the continuing success of our  
Village Market. To those who prepare for it, clear up after it, provide and serve refreshments 
at it, wash up, book tables and faithfully turn up each month with their wares and finally to 

those who support us by coming to  KENN VILLAGE MARKET. 
 
 
                        There is no Market in January but we will be back on 
                                                        February 8th. 
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CHINESE 
  

All YOU CAN EAT  
HOT BUFFET  

DRUM & MONKEY 
 

 MONDAY 27
TH

 JANUARY 
 

ONLY £7.95 PER PERSON 
 

BOOK NOW - 873433 
 

HURRY IT’S BOOKING UP 
FAST 

Follow us on Twitter 

@Drum_kenn 

 

Thank You 

 

On behalf of the pensioners who were at the 

Tea Party, I would like to offer a  sincere 

thank you to the very kind friends and 

neighbours who made up the support team 

for the party.  

 

By doing all the work, including the food, 

the preparation, even the washing up and 

the tidying up, they made it, for us, a very 

memorable and happy occasion. 

 

So we wish them all a very happy and 

prosperous New Year. 

 

And as Robbie Burns might have said “Lang 

may ye’ lumm seek” which loosely translated 

means “May your chimney always smoke 

and your house be warm”.   Today, he 

would have added, “if you can afford it”.  

 

Thank you,          

Cliff Edwards 

 

 
Welcome 
 
We are pleased to welcome Simon and 
Jane Roberts who moved into Willow 
Cottage in Duck Lane on the 1st October 
and were welcomed by many at Songs 
from the Shed in December. 
 
Also to Jacqueline, Steve and Eva  who 
are now living in The Willows  and joined 
us at Carols on the Green and at the Crib 
Service where Eva was an angel.  
 
We hope that they all enjoy living in our 
village. 
 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&docid=xmh4TP4qR3AGfM&tbnid=MDJXQmTuupK4DM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://wanderingamericantravelblog.com/2011/04/25/8-ways-your-chinese-girlfriend-shows-that-she-cares-in-my-experience/&ei=_8t
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Nativity at St John the Evangelist on Christmas Eve 2013. 
 
To say I had miscalculated the tempo of The Nativity this year would be an 
understatement.  I had envisaged a serene series of poems readings and carols. This 
would complement a small children‘s Christmas tableau. 
 
Instead we had at least 18 children eager to be angels and shepherds. The children took 
up their places on the altar steps. Oblivious of the event they made friends with each 
other, chatting, forming sub-groups and making up games with the nativity figures.  
 
During ‗We Three Kings‘ the children took turns at carrying the star the length of the nave. 
We could have sung the carol twice through and they would have kept going. The main 
thing was that it was Christmas Eve, the children were happy and felt welcome in church. 
 
I want to reiterate a special thank you to Rosie Treble and Bethany Stowell.  In previous 
years as children they were angels and Mary. They have now grown into elegant young 
women. Every year, without hesitation, they continue to do a reading at the nativity. 
 
Also aspecial mention to Rachel Diffey who did a reading and Parker Diffey who was a     
shepherd. They were both over from Australia for the Bush family wedding. 
 
Thanks to John Ball who made sure the church was warm for preparations, and to 
Rebecca Hayden, who set up her own wardrobe department at the back of the church. 
She dressed the children as they arrived.  Rebecca also did the lighting for us. 
 
Joseph was a very able Joseph and protector of Mary.  Drew was the most gorgeous 
Mary.  Polly carried the Baby Jesus and gave it to Mary. 
 
Christmas poems by Christina Rossetti were read by Hazel, Rachel Diffey, Bethany 
Stowell and John Hayden. 
 
Bible readings were by Joseph, Drew, Rebecca Stowell and Celia.  We were delighted 
that Hector, Warren‘s curate, could take time off his festive duties to join us.  He also did a 
reading. 
 
We had a host of heavenly angels who flew around as celestial messengers and guiding 
shepherds.  Olivia carried a life-sized lamb. 
 
I promise the triplets that next year they can have roles other than the three kings.  For 
three years now they have arrived fully dressed as kings. They are always poised. They 
sit and wait their turn at the end of the nativity. 
 
Thank you to Jo Manning who played the piano and helped put the nativity together. 
 
Thanks also to Warren who opened and closed his first nativity in Kenn.  He introduced us 
to his friends Hector and Bryan with a ―y‖. 
 

         Caroline 
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A Message from  Marianna 
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you to all my wonderful kind neighbours.  Over the last three months 
my world has fallen apart with Robin‘s illness and so many people have been there for me, the big 
and little acts of generosity have been almost overwhelming.   
 
We are so lucky to have a village that looks after its own, so we must treasure it very carefully.  On-
ly today (I go to Cyprus tomorrow for a break whilst James looks after his father for a week), a 
neighbour from the other end of the village noticed I had a soft tyre.   ―Don't worry‖ said he ―I will 
have it sorted by the time you get back...‖ how wonderful;  where else can you get that sort of neigh-
bour? 
 
As always we have been overwhelmed with donations of warm coats, clean underpants, cheques 
and food for Caring at Christmas .  Simon Pascoe has very kindly offered to take all the goods to 
the shelter. 
 
Our lighting of the tree was well attended as always, hot mulled wine and mince pies provided by 
Hazel.  We had a delightful children's orchestra courtesy of Sizzle and the tree which we all enjoy 
so much at this time of the year was hoisted into position and decorated by John Ball. 
 
Thank you so much Kennites for all you do. 
 

Marianna 

Rob Treble has passed on this message 

 
Hope all is well. Just a short email to say that Jacob has 
now flown back to India after spending some time in 
Northern Ireland.  
  
He was really pleased to have had breakfast with you on 
the Saturday morning and your efforts in arranging the 
meeting at the village hall in the evening. After having 
read the parish magazine, he wondered if it would be  
possible to print a small thank you to everybody. 
  
                                                G.T.S.S.S. INDIA HOPE 
  
On behalf of Pastor Jacob, I would like to express our sincere thanks to the people of Kenn for their 
interest and generosity at his recent  presentation at the village hall. He was overwhelmed by the 
response and warm welcome. 
 
Along with the tea and cake sale at the village market, nearly £1700.00 was raised for the charity. 
The money will go towards funding the school at the Tanakella orphanage where Rob and Rosie 
Treble worked in the summer. Education is the key to providing the children with the chance of a 
better life and as with every project Jacob is involved with, he  relies totally on charitable donations. 
 
So on behalf of Jacob and all the 3,600 children he cares for, thank you very much and Happy 
Christmas. 
  

Gareth Flowers     G.T.S.S.S Trustee   
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Antique and Quality Furnishings. 
Collectables etc 

Thursdays 9th and 23rd January  
  

Viewing at Saleroom 
 Wednesdays 8th and 22nd 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale  from 9am  

Quarterly Specialist Sale  
Thursday 13th March 10.30am  

  
Viewing at Saleroom 

Tuesday 11th March 2pm - 5:30pm 
Wednesday 12th March 10am - 7:30pm 

Morning of sale from 9am 

 

Catalogues can be viewed at 
www.clevedon-salerooms.com 

  
      No Market in 
        January 
 
         The next Market 
 
will be held in Kenn Village Hall on Saturday,    
8th February — 10:00am till midday.  

Recycling - 2nd/8th/14th/21st/28th 
 
Dustbin -  2nd/14th/28th January 
  
Green Waste - 8th Wednesday  

Kenn Women’s 
Institute 
  

Kenn Village Hall, 
7:30pm Wednesday  

Useful Numbers: 

 
Village Hall  Booking Secretary:  
  Sarah Clark 019345 833307 
 
St John the Evangelist Priest in charge:    
Revd. Warren Williams 01934 833608 
 
Churchwardens:    
  Julia Bush 873554   
  John Ball 874077 
   Mobile 078 1667 1304 
 
Village Flag Flying:  
  Marianna or Robin 340323 or 
  Hazel 349535 
 
 

 
 

Altar Guild Secretary:  
  Marianna Mackay 340323 
 
Church Floodlighting:  
  David Pugh 874278 
 

    North Somerset Council:   
  01934 888 888 
   out of hours: 
  01934 622 669 
 

    News & Views:  
     Margaret Ball 01275 874077 
Email: Margaret.john@btinternet.com 
Chaseside, Kenn Street, Kenn 

North Somerset Times  
 
Don‘t forget that copies of 
this local newspaper are 
freely available in the bar at 
the Drum and Monkey from 
Wednesday afternoons 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE     305 JANUARY 2014 

9 

KENN W.I. 
 
 
 
Our new President, Marin Hulance, presided over the 
December meeting when Santa came with his sack and 
there was a post box for the exchange of Christmas 
cards.  
 
The business part of the evening was followed by an 

American supper and the goodies that members had brought were enjoyed by all. 
 
Clevedon Care, which is so helpful in getting people to their hospital appointments is the Charity 
that we have chosen to support in 2014.  Marion has lots of ideas for ways to raise some money for 
them and to enjoy ourselves as well.  The Outing which usually takes place in August when there is 
no formal meeting will go to the Yeo Valley Farm Organic Garden at Blagdon. 
 
In January we hope to welcome Kath from Paul‘s Place, a meeting place for young people with all 
kinds of disability.  She was due to visit us in January last year but got caught up in the tailback 
from an horrendous accident on the M5 and never got nearer than the Bristol Downs.  We hope 
that she has better luck this time.  The competition will be for a limerick using the name Paul‘s 
Place. 
 
Everyone went home with a stack of cards and a present and wishes for a very happy and peaceful 
Christmas.  We look forward to a very interesting and active New Year 
 

           Ann Holtham 

Kenn - January Diary 
 

Wednesday 10th January -  Kenn Village Hall - Kenn W.I. Meeting 

 

Tuesday 14th January - Drum and Monkey from 12noon - Village Lunch 

 

Monday 20th January — Drum and Monkey— 7.30pm —Book Club Meets 

 

Friday 24th January 7@TheHall 

 

Saturday 25th January - Church Room - Charity Coffee Morning 10.00-12noon 

 

Saturday 25th January - Drum and Monkey - Burns Night Dinner 

 

Monday 27th January from  6.30pm — Drum and Monkey - Chinese Buffet 
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                         Carol Singing on the Village Green 13.12.13 
 

Dear Robin, 
 
All children deserve to feel safe and loved, and we 
are delighted that you have joined us to help the most  
vulnerable children across England experience a more 

secure and happy childhood. We would like to say a really big thank you for your 
donation of £121.40, which has been successfully received. 
 
Our work could not happen without generous gifts like yours. It allows us to 
work directly with individual children up and down the country who are suffering 
from neglect, abuse or isolation and face some of the most challenging times in 
their young lives.  
 
With your help, our project workers can continue to be there to offer             
specialist, one-to-one support for children who are in desperate need of     
protection, care and a listening ear – those children who often have no one  
else to turn to.  
 
Thank you on behalf of all the children we work with. 
 
Best wishes, 

    Gary Day — Supporter Services Team — The Children’s Society 
 

The Parish Council  has  made a donation towards the Electricity Cost of the Christmas Lights      

which  has  been forwarded to The Children’s Society  making  a total of £183.90  . 

  

Clevedon Boxing Day 4 Mile Road 
Race 
 
On a cold but lovely sunny morning 
Kenn was well represented in the local 
Boxing Day Race with Georgina Hazell 
and James Mackay competing.  They 
both finished with amazing times of un-
der 29 minutes.  Congratulations and 
well done to you both. 
 

Sarah Clark  
 

James should really have been in Cyprus with his 

family and his mum Marianna should have been in 

Kenn - however what with the weather and flight 

problems  their plans did not quite work out. 

 
Lost in Kenn 

 
 
Has anyone found a brown Stetson flat cap 
that was lost on Sunday 24th November 
following the Christingle Service at the 
church?  
 
We think it was either left in the church or 
dropped on or around  the village green.  
 
If anyone has found it please contact  
James Griffin on 07767 896369.  
 
Many thanks.  
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THE PARISH OF YATTON MOOR 
 

SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2014 
 
1st Sunday 5th January THE EPIPHANY WHITE 
 
8.00am  Holy Communion at Kenn*  
9.30am  Family Communion at Yatton  
9.30am  Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11.00am Morning Prayer at Claverham  
11.00am  Family Service at Kingston Seymour   
 
2nd Sunday  12th  January THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST WHITE 
 
8:00am Holy Communion at Yatton*  

9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton  
9:30am Holy Communion at Claverham  
11:00am Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11:00am Holy Communion at Kenn   
6:00pm Evensong at Kingston Seymour* 
 
3rd Wednesday 15th January 
 
11.00am Holy Communion at Kenn  
 
3rd Sunday  19th January THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY WHITE 
  Theme – John’s Disciples follow Jesus “The Lamb of God” 
 
8:00am Holy Communion at Claverham*  
9:30am Parish Communion at Yatton   
9:30am Holy Communion at Cleeve  
11:00am Holy Communion at Kingston Seymour   
12:15pm Holy Baptism at Yatton ~ Rosie Karen Wheelaghan  
6:00pm Evensong at Kenn*  
 
4th Sunday 26th January THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY  WHITE 
   Theme – The Call of the Disciples “Follow Me” 
 
8:00am Holy Communion Yatton*  
8:00am Holy Communion Kingston Seymour*  
9:30am Parish Communion Yatton   
10:00am Café Celebration at Court de Wyck School  
11:00am Family Service Kenn  
6.00pm Holy Communion at Cleeve  
6.30pm Ecumenical Service at Yatton Methodist Church  
  for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18th – 25th January)  
 
  
 

* Book of Common Prayer (1662) 

 



KENN NEWS & VIEWS ISSUE  305 JANUARY 2014 

12 

Down on the Farm 
 

The weather has been good and the cattle have been out until this week (mid December), meaning 
farmers have not had to use so much hay which is in short supply.   
 
The first ewes have nearly finished lambing and the good weather has also meant very few losses.  
 
I wrote early in the year about badgers up the road having had TB for years and that the badgers 
should be culled before it spreads to our badgers. Well they have now spread it to ours and we 
have got TB in our cattle now for the first time in years. 
 
The cattle trade is currently falling, which is unexplained as it is usually rising at this time of year. 
However, the sheep trade is firming a bit and the price is expected to rise, especially as so many 
were lost last spring, particularly in the north with all the snow. 
 
We wish our readers a happy and  
prosperous New Year. 
 
By Jeff Naish, typed by Leon Naish 

 
 

It’s January   
 
and what must we do? 
 

F ind the flies! 
L ook in the loft! 
I nspect the outhouse! 
E xamine the barn! 
S uck ‗em up in the vacuum!          
 
Empty the vacuum into a bag, tie it up 
and put it in the Dustbin. 
      
 
And the prize for finding them?  
 

   A ‗plague-free‘ summer. 

 
 
 

KENN CHURCH ROOM 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

SATURDAY 25TH JANUARY 
 

10.00- 12noon 
 
 

Come along, meet  
your neighbours and friends 

and have a chat 
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Bird News 
 
December has continued, much as November left off, bird wise with no really cold weather to 
drive birds this far south. There has been a general lack of Fieldfares and Redwings and on 
a recent survey walk Bullfinches (7) outnumbered Fieldfares (6). Birds of prey have been 
fewer, probably because there isn't the normal volume of prey available. However there has 
been a Kestrel on Kenn Moor and another along Wemberham Lane, Yatton, which I saw 
capture a small mammal from its telegraph pole perch, albeit it flew about 60 metres to make 
its kill. It does demonstrate that they have fantastic eyesight. 
 
The first Woodcock of the winter was in Littlewood, along with Treecreeper, Great Spotted 
Woodpecker and a flock of Goldfinches. 
 
The Dunlins at the sea wall increased to at least 1,500 and Bryan Thompson watched a  
Merlin harrying them ;- a good spot as there have been hardly any raptors there either.  400 
Lapwings were a nice sight with half a dozen Golden Plovers flying with them. 
 
I have just received a report of Redpolls in a Claverham garden and our garden has     
Blackcap, Bullfinches and this morning a Great Spotted Woodpecker and the birds are   
feeding  furiously. 
 
To conclude with some information from Bird Atlas, over the last 20 years Magpies have   
increased their distribution by 0.04% and there has been a slight decline in abundance in 
Somerset. They are much more numerous in the home counties.  
 
If you would like information on any particular species, please get in touch , and I will try to 
oblige. 
 
 

Trevor Riddle 01934 835208 

Book Group 

 
Book group was held on Wednesday 4

th
 December. Owing to festive and family commitments we 

are rolling over our chosen book for another month. The evening was our book group Christmas 
outing. We arrived early at The Drum for a delicious meal. We ate and drank heartily and enjoyed 
reviewing our book group choices over the last year.  
 
Convivial conversation and banter was exchanged. We then stayed for the quiz. To complete our 
festive outing we won! 
 
We will next meet at The Drum on Monday 20

th
 January 2014. (this is a provisional date.) We will 

discuss ‗Dear Life‘ by Alice Munro. This is a collection of short stories with an interwoven theme. 
      

The Book Group 
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Nelson Mandela 
  
18.07.1918—
05.12.2013 
 
The 9 Tellers (Dorothy 
Sayers' "Nine Tailors")   
were rung before 
service   at St John’s 
Kenn on Sunday 8th 
December for the passing of Nelson Mandela, 
followed by 95 tolls of the bell to signify his 95 
years.  
 
What a fantastic leader he was, and what an 
inspiration to all.  
 
Julia commented on this during the service and 
both Julia and Warren added their thoughts and 
prayers. 
 
The bell was also tolled 95 times on Sunday 15th 
December, the day of his funeral.  
 
After a short break a rather more joyous ringing 
was achieved for our Kenn Christmas Carol  
Service. 
  

Geoff Marchant 

December Songs from the Shed - The MOTHER UKERS 

The Chalice Hand-bell Ringers 

 

Best Wishes to Everyone 

 

for a  Happy and Peaceful 

 

New Year 
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KENN CHILDREN’S PARTY Thursday 19th December 

 

Everybody who is anybody (and some who aren't anyone at all) arrived promptly at 4 o'clock 

for the annual fun and games at the Children's Christmas Tea Party.   

 

Sizzle and her band of Elves organised a brilliant afternoon of cutting and sticking - lots of 

glue, lots of glitter!!  The children made decorations of all shapes, sizes and descriptions - 

Mums and Dads (and Grandmums and Grandads) helped with the fiddly bits.   

 

After the concentration of the craftwork came the mayhem of the musical games - the     

children proved themselves competitive and tireless.  They were better than the grown-ups, 

at any rate. 

 

Pizza and hot dogs turned out to be absolutely the best party food on the planet, until the 

Rocky Road and strawberries turned up.  Grown-ups lying in wait to hoover up the leftovers 

were sadly disappointed... 

 

And then, right on time, the sleigh bells announced the arrival of a Very Special Visitor.  

Kenn children must be the best in the world, because they all had a present from Santa's 

sack.   And so, tired but happy, the Elves put the tables and chairs and glitter and glue away 

- but only until next year.  
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YOU ARE INVITED TO A 

BURNS NIGHT DINNER 
 AT THE DRUM & MONKEY 

 
ON  

 
SATURDAY 25

TH
 JANUARY 

 
FOR A FOUR COURSE MEAL  

 
Cock-a-leekie soup 

**** 
Haggis and leeks 

**** 
Roast sirloin of beef 

**** 
Cranachan 

 

AND SCOTTISH PIPER 
RAFFLE 

 
DRESS CODE WELCOME ANY TARTAN 

(HOWEVER BIG OR SMALL) 

 

7 FOR 7.30 SIT DOWN 
TICKETS FROM THE BAR 

£25pp 
01275 873433 
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Celebrations in Kenn - 21st and 22nd December  
 
Ever since Tim and I moved to Quercus, he had 
harboured  thoughts of walking Fliss up Kenn 
Street to the church for her wedding. In his mind , 
this scene was always set on a sunny, summer 
day.  
 
However, when it came to it, Fliss was only ever 
going to choose one of the Saturdays when 
her sister would be here on a long awaited 
Christmas visit from Australia.  
 
So it was, that we contemplated one of our 
biggest family events, a vintage wedding featuring as much craft and 'homemade' as possible, on the 
shortest day of the year. 
 
Back in March, we considered the possibilities, storm and tempest, power cuts, pre-Christmas glitches in 
the supplies of just about everything. We tried to apply a 'belt and braces' approach everywhere, but all 
along we had an asset that can't be ordered on the net or bought with money. That's the love and support 
of friends and neighbours.  
 
So, thanks as big as the ocean to everyone who helped Fliss and Michael achieve their dream of a village 
wedding. To Margaret and John, for allowing us to pitch our tent in the field behind KVH, to Sarah Clarke 
for reassuring me when I booked the hall with vital 'insider tips', to Caroline, John, Hazel and everyone else 
who spent hours cleaning and rearranging the church, and then putting it back to normal over night, to all 
those folk who offered me a bolthole if the preparations all got too much, and everyone who offered help 
“in anyway'.  
 
Just knowing that at the last minute we could call on you was very reassuring.  Also to anyone who had to 
put up with any inconvenience we caused while we could only think of 'our day'. 
 
As it was the skies cleared for the bride and her Dad's walk up to the church, Warren and John gave        
Michael and Fliss the Service they had wanted, the marquee and all those inside it survived the evening 
gale and everyone had A WONDERFUL TIME. 
 
The next morning presented us with quite a challenge as we had about an hour and a half to turn the after 
party scene in the Hall into a welcoming place for more friends celebrating the Christening of our younger 
grandson Tristan Jude, but we all turned to and made it back to the church just in time for a lovely service, 
including the dedication of our great nephew Isaiah Michael, all accompanied by some great carol singing. 
So, after months of phoning and listing, cutting and stitching, folding and gluing, it's done. Hooray. 
 
The 'Thank- you' above doesn't seem wide enough so we'll just say it again 'Thank you to everyone' who 
helped us in anyway. 

 
Julia and Tim Bush 
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KENN VILLAGE HALL 
 
If walls could talk, I am sure the Village Hall 
would say it had an amazing 2013.    
 
For all those statisticians out there, the Hall 
was used 113 times, which on average is 
twice a week, which in turn equates to 56 
individual bookings.  
 
There were so many different events to 
enjoy from bountiful Village Markets;  busy 
WI meetings, business like Parish Council 
meetings; buzzing Bee Keeping lessons; 
brain teasing Quiz‘s; bustling Jumble Sales; 
Birthday celebrations; blushing brides (yes, there were three wedding receptions); a be-decked 
Christmas Fair; the brilliant Songs from the Shed and the marvellous Village Events!    
 
It was also good to see some younger activities with the regular 7@The Hall sessions; the Scouts 
Jamboree and lots of children‘s parties.  There were also a number of other bookings not included 
in the foregoing and apologies if I have missed  you or an organisation out. 
 
Quite a number of the bookings were from people outside the Village whose relatives, friends or 
work colleagues had suggested using the Hall – thank you so much for recommending us.              
 
I have lost count of the number of times people have said to me “what a great Hall”, “it has so much 
atmosphere”, “quirky”, “you are lucky to live in a community like Kenn”.    
 
It is thanks to all these bookings that during 2013 we were able to carry out some alterations to the 
Hall.  Much needed new double-glazed doors have been installed leading onto the patio area,     
together with a fantastic new porch.   
 
Both of these changes have been a great asset and success for the hall.  We have also made some 
changes to the entrance lobby which means we have better access to the storage room.   
 
During 2014 we are hoping to carry out works to the roof - there are so many rules and regulations 
with regard to insulation etc - but, once this has been sorted out and the necessary authorisations 
obtained, we hope to make progress. 
 
So it just leaves me to say, a huge thank you to everyone who uses the hall, helps with the running 
of the Hall, not only my fellow Committee members, but those who just quietly go on and do things 
without being asked,  and the hall‘s neighbours, you are very much appreciated.  
  
Happy New Year 
 
Sarah Clark 
Hon Secretary  
Kenn Village Hall 
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KENN PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman’s Chat 
 
We have had two meetings since the last mag. 
 
Defibrillator update. 
Chris Blake has kindly done a village sweep and at last count it was over £350 so that is brilliant, 
thanks to him. A  mail-drop has been done within the business park and we have promises of £350 
and donations from a party of £40, so we are making progress. The Village market tin has to be 
added on and also the funds from the February market. After this the Parish Council will make up 
any shortfall and we shall be in a position to purchase a machine by the end of February so thank 
you to all concerned. 
 
December has been a very busy month, I was invited to the Carol service at Wells Cathedral (a 
chance for my chauffeur and chain??) unfortunately I was unable to attend as I was away that 
weekend, but Kate, Kevin and Jo Batten went to represent the village in my place, it was on the 
same night as our own tree lighting so I missed that as well .I understand that the service was ex-
cellent and our tree lighting event went well too so thanks to all concerned there. 
 
Children‘s poster competition 
We had 5 entries for this, so everyone won a prize, and all the posters were put up in the phone box 
along with a fireplace display. They are lovely, well done to the Children. 
 
When Chris Blake was collecting for the Defib he had concerns raised about the names and         
addresses  and ages of the children  being on display, also we had an  anonymous call asking us to 
explain to the parish, why the tree had been removed from the phone box and children‘s posters 
with names, age and addresses  being displayed. 
I am happy to say that at no time were the addresses on display, we did have a grandparents       
address on the back of one but that was taped over. It would have only been visible if the poster 
was taken down.        The Christmas tree was very splendid, and a marvellous idea, but we had 
published in the Mag and at Parish Council meetings that the posters would be displayed in the 
phone box over the Christmas period, and there was not room for the both, so we carefully took the 
tree down, and it is awaiting collection, we were unable to return the tree as we had no idea who 
had put it there. Maybe next year it could be put in there again. 
 
We have spoken to the relatives of all the participants and explained the concerns and ensured 
them that we had not displayed addresses of the children 
The Parish Council is very aware of data protection and especially where children are concerned. 
Hope that clears up any worries or concerns. 
 
We had a visit  from the gentleman in charge of the hedge cutting and verges, and we have been 
assured that we shall have a better service next year. 
 
We also have an offer of replacing our Council Noticeboard which is in need of repair and this is   
going to be done in the New Year, thanks to Avril and her team of volunteers. 
 
By the time you read this it will be after Christmas, so I hope you all had a good one, and a very 
Happy Peaceful New Year to you all. 
 
Next meeting is February, so look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Cheers, Sheila 
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